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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

 

NAU’s Teaching & Learning department offers graduate programs in the following areas: 
 

• Early Childhood Education  

• Elementary Education  

• Reading Endorsement 

 
 

 
M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education   

 

A 36-hour program designed for teachers wishing to develop skills in working with preschool and 
primary children (preschool through second grade).  
 
 

 

M.Ed. in Elementary Education 
 
A 36-hour extended coursework degree to enhance teaching skills in grades K-8.  This program 
offers advanced courses in teaching methods, curriculum and related areas.  
 
 
 

Reading Specialist Endorsement 
 
Endorsements can be added to certifications to broaden your teaching options. To prepare for this 
Reading Endorsement, you must have a valid teaching certificate at the appropriate level and 
documented classroom experience. You may take reading endorsement courses as part of a M.Ed. in 
Early Childhood, M.Ed. in Elementary Education program, use the courses as the subject area for the 
M.Ed. in Secondary Education degree program, or complete the required 15 credits for the 
endorsement only. 
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PROGRAM EXPECTATIONS 
 
The following are guidelines to help you to understand our policies and know what to expect from our 
program: 
 

• Many classes are available around the state and on the web.   
 

• The syllabus for every course is reviewed by Northern Arizona University and approved as 
appropriate for graduate-level classes.  Instructors are accountable to the university for 
following the syllabus outline of course requirements, meeting times, assignments, tests, and 
grading policies. 

 

• Graduate study is time consuming.  You can anticipate spending three or more hours of study, 
reading, and research for every hour you spend in the classroom.  To earn three hours of 
academic credit, classes must meet for a minimum of 45 classroom hours.  Take these 
demands seriously as you plan your academic schedule. 

 

• Most graduate courses will have a research component.  If your library skills are not current, 
you will need to reacquaint yourself with modern library practice.  Becoming familiar with 
computerized library systems, how to access current periodicals and other basic research 
methods will be important to your success as a graduate student. 

 

• Writing is a critical aspect of graduate study.  Almost every course will contain some writing:  
research papers, article critiques, book reviews, position papers, and essay exams are 
commonly required. 

 

• Individual and/or group oral presentations, class discussions, and consistent attendance will 
represent a substantial percentage of your grade in most classes. 
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APPLICATION INFORMATION 
 
In order to pursue a M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education or Elementary Education, students must be 
admitted to the Graduate College and to the Teaching & Learning program; these are two separate 
processes.  If you are applying online, partial application to the Teaching & Learning program is 
simultaneous with your application to the NAU Graduate College. The most expedient and preferred 
way to be admitted to the university and to your program is by using the online admissions application 
available on the NAU Graduate College web page found at http://home.nau.edu/gradcol/.     
 
On rare occasions, some students may not be able to access the online application.  In these 
instances, paper copies of the Graduate College Admissions Application may be printed out from the 
web page above.  Should you choose to submit a paper copy, you will need to submit two 
applications:  1) Graduate College Admissions Application and 2) Teaching & Learning Program 
Application.  Paper copies of the program application materials can be obtained from your local NAU 
advisor.   
 
To be admitted, you must complete the following APPLICATION STEPS: 
 
1) � Complete the Graduate College Admissions Application and submit the necessary fee and 

documents (ex. official transcripts, copy of driver’s license) to the address provided during the 
online application process.  The Graduate College Admissions Application can be found at 
http://home.nau.edu/gradcol/apply.asp.  

 
2) �  If you apply to the Graduate College online, the Teaching & Learning department will receive a 

copy of your Program Application.  If you apply to the Graduate College using a paper form, 
you must also submit the Program Application to your advisor in paper form; your advisor will 
forward a copy to the Teaching & Learning department office.  

 
3) � Submit the following document to your advisor: 
 

• Program of Study (found later in this packet).  Fill in your name and sign.  Your advisor 
will fill in your NAU ID numbers, sign and forward your Program of Study to the 
Teaching & Learning office in Flagstaff.  If you have questions about your Program of 
Study, please contact your advisor.   

 
Mail or fax the Program of Study to your preferred campus of advisement: 
 
 NAU-Scottsdale 
 ATTN:  Lori Van Haren 
 9000 E. Chaparral  
 Scottsdale, AZ  85256 
 480-423-6119 (fax) 
 

Students may be admitted into the Early Childhood or Elementary Education master’s program based 
on an undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or higher and professional interests that are consistent with the 
program.  If you do not meet this requirement, you may elect one of the alternative admission routes 
specified later in this document, including “conditional” admission based upon completing nine (9) 
hours of graduate coursework applicable to the degree with a 3.3 GPA or higher.  If you elect to seek 
admission through the coursework option, you must seek a change in admission status from 
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“conditional” to “regular,” through your advisor, as soon as you have completed the requisite nine (9) 
hours.  Ideally, you should apply to the Teaching & Learning program before beginning course work.  
However, all admission paperwork must be completed and arrive in the Teaching & Learning office in 
Flagstaff before you register for your second semester of classes or your application file may be 
terminated.   
  
Please note that no more than nine (9) hours of coursework taken as a non-degree student can be 
counted toward a graduate degree.  It is important, therefore, if you were initially admitted through the 
Graduate College as a non-degree student, to complete your departmental application and notify the 
Graduate College that you are changing your status to “degree seeking” before you complete any 
classes after your 9th credit is earned. 
 
If you have any questions about program admission or application procedures, please contact your 
local NAU advisor or the Teaching & Learning department on the Flagstaff campus.  The Teaching & 
Learning office can be reached by calling (928) 523-2641.  
 
 

 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

 
1. Admission will be granted if the student has an undergraduate cumulative grade point average 

of 3.0 or higher.   
 

OR 
 
2. Admission will be granted if the student has an undergraduate GPA of 3.0 or higher in the last 

sixty (60) hours of degree.   
 

OR 
 

3. Admission will be granted if the student scores at the 25th percentile or above on Miller’s 
Analogies Test (MAT) or Graduate Record Examination (GRE).  

 
OR 

 
4. Admission will be granted if the student completes nine (9) approved hours from NAU with a 

3.3 or higher grade point average. 
 
Readmission:  If a student misses three or more consecutive regular semesters (not including 
summers), he or she will need to apply for readmission to the university through the Graduate 
College.  He or she may also need to reapply for admission to the Teaching & Learning program.  In 
this situation, students will be asked to re-submit all department application materials, a new Program 
of Study, and updates in contact information. 

 
 



 6

ADVISING 
 
For graduate advising locations, contact your local NAU campus.  Locations of our Extended Campus 
campuses can be found at http://extended.nau.edu/Campuses.   You may also call the Extended 
Campus Service Center at (800) 426-8315 for assistance.   
 
Your Program of Study should be followed carefully when selecting courses.  Any exceptions should 
be approved in advance and in writing by your advisor.  Your advisor must also approve any petitions 
to transfer credit from other institutions. Upon completion of all required coursework, students must 
apply for graduation; applications for graduation can be obtained from your advisor or from the 
Graduate College web site. 
 

 
CLASS AVAILABILITY 

 
Classes for this program may be offered locally, online or by video conference.  Local classes are 
scheduled throughout the Valley.  Local classes may require travel to various classroom facilities in 
Phoenix, Scottsdale, Mesa, Avondale, and downtown.   
 
Many classes are available online.  Students should be prepared to take some web classes 
throughout the course of their degree program.  Technical support is available to student through our 
NAU Computing Help Desk at (888) 520-7215 or StudentComputing@nau.edu.   
 
 
To search for available classes each semester, go to http://extended.nau.edu/SearchClasses.   
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F.A.Q. 
 

Where can I get help for problems with class registration? 
Please contact your local advisor for registration assistance.   
 
What if the class I want is full? 
If a class is full, students must get a capacity override directly from the instructor. Students should 
contact the instructor via email.  If the instructor approves the override request, the student should 
forward the instructor’s email to their advisor.  Your advisor will register you for the class.    
 
You are not offering the class I want right now, when will you offer it again? 
If you have any questions concerning which classes may be offered in the future, contact your local 
NAU campus or refer to the Schedule of Classes available at http://extended.nau.edu/SearchClasses.   
 
May I transfer credits from another institution or program into my master's program? 
A maximum of nine (9) hours (25% of your total hours) may be transferred from another institution, 
but they must be relevant to your course of study and have been taken within the allowed six-year 
time period, or be part of a previously-completed master's degree. Also, they cannot have counted 
toward any part of an undergraduate program. Your advisor must approve any petitions to transfer 
credit from another university. 
 
Are classes available to complete the master's degree entirely online? 
The M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education, M.Ed. in Elementary Education and the Reading 
Endorsement can be completed entirely online.  You can find a complete listing of all online degrees 
and certifications offered by NAU by visiting http://extended.nau.edu and clicking on "Academic 
Programs."  
 
Please note that local advisors do not advise for online degree programs.  To speak with an online 
degree program advisor, please call the Extended Campus Service Center at (800) 426-8315.   
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OTHER HELPFUL RESOURCES 
 

For additional information, please refer to the following contact list: 
 
DEPARTMENT 
 

WEB SITE PHONE 

NAU 
 

www.nau.edu  
 
 

NAU Extended Campuses 
 

http://extended.nau.edu (800) 426-8315 
 
 

LOUIE  
(Lumberjack’s On-line University Environment)  
 

www.nau.edu/louie (888) 520-7215 (LOUIE Help) 
 
 
 

Graduate College 
 

www.nau.edu/gradcol (928) 523-4348 
 
 

College of Education 
 

www.nau.edu/coe (928) 523-2611 
 
 

Teaching & Learning Department 
 

http://coe.nau.edu/academics/inl  (928) 523-2641 
 
 

Registrar’s Office  
(Grades, Transcripts, Petitions) 

 

www.nau.edu/registrar (928) 523-2109 
 
 

Office of the Bursar  
(Tuition, Fees, Payments, Tuition Payment Plan) 

 

www.nau.edu/bursar (928) 523-3122 
(928) 523-1122 (Payment Hotline) 
 

Financial Aid 
 

www.nau.edu/finaid (602) 728-9506 (Local) 
(928) 523-4951 (Flagstaff) 
 

College of Education Scholarships 
 

http://www4.nau.edu/cee/scholarships  
 
 

Arizona Department of Education 
 

www.ade.state.az.us  
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PROGRAM OF STUDY  

MASTER OF EDUCATION  

EARLY CHILDHOOD 

 
Student's Name _______________________________   Date_____________________ 
 
Advisor's Signature ____________________________  S.S.#_____________________ 
 
APPROVED PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

 
FOUNDATIONS:  (3 hours required) 
( ) EDR 610 Introduction to Research 
( ) EPS 525 Introduction to Statistics 

     (3 hours required) 
( ) EDF 670 Philosophy of Education 
( ) EDF 671 History of American Education 
( ) EDF 672 Comparative Education 
MAJOR FIELD:  (12 hours required) 
( ) ECI 524 Seminar in the Development of Language - Young Children 
( ) ECI 526 Parental Involvement in Education 
( ) ECI 620 Early Childhood Curriculum 
( ) ECI 621 Selected Topics in Early Childhood Education 
( ) ECI 622 Early Education of the Exceptional Child 
( ) ECI 625 Development of Children's Logical Concepts 
( )  
RELATED COURSES:  (6 hours required) 
( ) ECI 501 Creativity and Giftedness in the Classroom 
( ) ECI 541 Corrective and Remedial Reading 
( ) ECI 545 The Teacher and the Bilingual Student 
( ) ECI 608 Field Work Experience (1-3) 
( ) ECI 642 Modern Language Arts Instruction 
( ) ECI 643 Modern Elementary School Mathematics 
( ) ECI 644 Modern Elementary School Social Science 
( ) ECI 645 Modern Elementary School Science 
( ) ECI 651 Issues in Reading 
( ) ECI 661 Administration and Supervision of Reading Programs 
( ) ECI 696 Professional Problems of Teachers (with approval) 
( )  
ELECTIVES:   (3 hours required) 
( )  
( )  
( )  
SUGGESTED INTERDISCIPLINARY EMPHASIS: (9 hours required) 
Emphasis may be taken from any existing NAU graduate program or combination of programs. 
( )  
( )  
( )  

 
All interdisciplinary emphasis courses must be approved in advance by the advisor. 
AT LEAST 50% OF THE DEGREE PROGRAM MUST BE IN COURSES NUMBERED 600 

LEVEL OR ABOVE. 
 

FALL 2000
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PROGRAM OF STUDY  

MASTER OF EDUCATION  

EARLY CHILDHOOD 

 
Student's Name _______________________________ Date___________________ 
 
Advisor's Signature ____________________________  S.S.#__________________ 
 
APPROVED PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

 
FOUNDATIONS:     (3 hours required) 
( ) EDR 610 Introduction to Research 
( ) EPS 525 Introduction to Statistics 

        (3 hours required) 
( ) EDF 670 Philosophy of Education 
( ) EDF 671 History of American Education 
( ) EDF 672 Comparative Education 
MAJOR FIELD:     (12 hours required) 
( ) ECI 524 Seminar in the Development of Language - Young Children 
( ) ECI 526 Parental Involvement in Education 
( ) ECI 620 Early Childhood Curriculum 
( ) ECI 621 Selected Topics in Early Childhood Education 
( ) ECI 622 Early Education of the Exceptional Child 
( ) ECI 625 Development of Children's Logical Concepts 
( )  
RELATED COURSES:     (6 hours required) 
( ) ECI 501 Creativity and Giftedness in the Classroom 
( ) ECI 541** Corrective and Remedial Reading 

( ) ECI 545 The Teacher and the Bilingual Student 
( ) ECI 608 Field Work Experience (1-3) 
( ) ECI 642 Modern Language Arts Instruction 
( ) ECI 643 Modern Elementary School Mathematics 
( ) ECI 644 Modern Elementary School Social Science 
( ) ECI 645 Modern Elementary School Science 
( ) ECI 651 Issues in Reading 
( ) ECI 661** Administration and Supervision of Reading Programs 

( ) ECI 696 Professional Problems of Teachers (with approval) 
( )  
ELECTIVES:      (3 hours required) 
( )  
( )  
( )  
SUGGESTED INTERDISCIPLINARY EMPHASIS:  (9 hours required) 
Emphasis may be taken from any existing NAU graduate program or combination of programs. 
( ) ECI 531** Foundations of Reading Instruction 

( ) ECI 551** Clinical Practice in Reading 

( ) Choose one**:  ECI 602, 642, 651, 671, or BME 539 

 
All interdisciplinary emphasis courses must be approved in advance by the advisor. 
AT LEAST 50% OF THE DEGREE PROGRAM MUST BE IN COURSES NUMBERED 600 

LEVEL OR ABOVE. 
 
FALL 2000 

**Embedded Reading Endorsement 
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PROGRAM OF STUDY 

MASTER OF EDUCATION 

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION 
 

Student Name:  _________________________________________  Date:   ________________________________ 
 
Advisor's Signature:  _____________________________________  S.S.#  ________________________________ 
 
APPROVED PROGRAM OF STUDIES--Courses selected with the approval of the advisor. 
I. FOUNDATIONS:                                             
 …………………. EPS 605 Applied Educational Psychology                                                       (3 hours) 
 …………………. EPS 580 Human Development 
 …………………. EPS 610 Child Psychology                  (*EPS 580 recommended) 
 …………………. EPS 611 Adolescent Psychology   (*EPS 580 recommended) 

 …………………. EPS 525 Introduction to Statistics                                                                    (3 hours) 
 …………………. EDR 610 Introduction to Research 
 …………………. EDR 611 Action Research 
 …………………. EDF 500 Cultural Foundations of Education                                                   (3 hours) 
 …………………. EDF 630 Foundations of Education Law 
 …………………. SOC 612 Sociology of Education                                                                 
 …………………. EDF 670 Philosophy of Education 
 …………………. EDF 671 History of American Education 
 …………………. EDF 672 Comparative Education 
 …………………. EDF 673 International Education 
 …………………. EDF 677 Educational Sociology 
II. MAJOR FIELD:   

 Reading                                                                                                             (6 hours) 
 …………………. ECI 531 Foundations of Reading Instruction 
 ………………… ECI 541 Corrective and Remedial Reading (ECI 531 prerequisite) 
 ………………… ECI 551 Clinical Practice in Reading (ECI 531/541 prerequisites) 
 …………………. ECI 651 Issues in Reading 
 ………………… ECI 661 Administration and Supervision of Reading Programs 
 ………………… ECI 671 Reading in Content Areas 

 Methods                                                                                                              (6 hours) 
 ………………… ECI 521 Questioning Strategies 
 ………………… ECI 602 Advanced Children's Literature 
 ………………… ECI 642 Modern Language Arts Instruction 
 ………………… ECI 643 Modern Elementary School Mathematics 
 ………………… ECI 644 Modern Elementary School Social Studies 
 ………………… ECI 645 Modern Elementary School Science 
 Contexts                                                                                                               (3 hours) 
 ………………… ECI 524 Seminar in the Development of Language:Young Children 
 ………………… ECI 593 Multi-Age Education 
 ………………… ECI 659 Instructional Problems in Junior and Middle Schools 
 ………………… ECI 696 Professional Problems of Teachers 

        Curriculum Construction                                                                                                                                        (3 hours) 
 ………………… ECI 620 Early Childhood Curriculum 

 ………………… ECI 649 Problems in Elementary School Curriculum 
 ………………… ECI 675 Principles of Curriculum Construction 

        Educational Specialties                                                                                                                                            (3 hours) 
 ………………… ESE 510 Creativity and Giftedness in the Classroom 
 ………………… ETC 557 Technology Integration in the Elementary Classroom 
 ………………… ESE 548 Survey of Special Education 
 ………………… BME 530 Foundations of Bilingual and ESL Instruction 

       Elective                                                                                                                                                                    (3 hours) 
  

………………… 
 
…………… 

Course should not have the ECI prefix.   
Not available for students who elect to do thesis. 

         Capstone Experience 
 ……………… ECI 698 Graduate Seminar   OR                                                                        (3 hours) 
 ……………… ECI 699 Thesis (Generally requires one semester residency fall or spring       (6 hours)                      
    

TOTAL                                                                                               (36 hours) 
 

A Program of Study must accompany the application for admission to the program. 
At least fifty percent of your courses must be at the 600 level or above. 
In addition, you must be admitted to this degree program before taking your last 12 hours of graduate work. 

 

FALL 2000 – Revised 1/30/02 
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PROGRAM OF STUDY 

MASTER OF EDUCATION 

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION with Reading Endorsement 

 

Student Name:  _________________________________________  Date:   ___________________________________ 
 
Advisor's Signature:  _____________________________________  S.S.#  ____________________________________ 
 
APPROVED PROGRAM OF STUDIES--Courses selected with the approval of the advisor. 
*Core Required Courses (12 hrs.) for Reading Endorsement.   **Elective options (3 hrs.) for Reading Endorsement 
I. FOUNDATIONS:                                             
 …………………. EPS 605 Applied Educational Psychology                                                               (3 hours) 
 …………………. EPS 580 Human Development 
 …………………. EPS 610 Child Psychology                  (*EPS 580 recommended) 
 …………………. EPS 611 Adolescent Psychology   (*EPS 580 recommended) 

 …………………. EPS 525 Introduction to Statistics                                                                            (3 hours) 
 …………………. EDR 610 Introduction to Research 
 …………………. EDR 611 Action Research 
 …………………. SOC 612 Sociology of Education                                                                              (3 hours) 
 …………………. EDF 500 Cultural Foundations of Education 
 …………………. EDF 670 Philosophy of Education 
 …………………. EDF 671 History of American Education 
 …………………. EDF 672 Comparative Education 
 …………………. EDF 673 International Education 
 …………………. EDF 677 Educational Sociology 
II. MAJOR FIELD:   

 Reading                                                                                                                       (6 hours) 
 ………………… ECI 531* Foundations of Reading Instruction 

 ………………… ECI 541* Corrective and Remedial Reading (ECI 531 prerequisite) 

 ………………… ECI 551 Clinical Practice in Reading (ECI 531/541 prerequisites) 
 …………………. ECI 651 Issues in Reading 
 ………………… ECI 661 Administration and Supervision of Reading Programs 
 ………………… ECI 671 Reading in Content Areas 
 Methods                                                                                                                      (6 hours) 
 ………………… ECI 551* Clinical Practice in Reading 
 ………………… ECI 521 Questioning Strategies 
 ………………… ECI 602** Advanced Children's Literature 

 ………………… ECI 642** Modern Language Arts Instruction 
 ………………… ECI 643 Modern Elementary School Mathematics 
 ………………… ECI 644 Modern Elementary School Social Studies 
 ………………… ECI 645 Modern Elementary School Science 
 ………………… ECI 646 Diagnosis and Prescription in Elementary and Middle School Mathematics 
 Contexts                                                                                                                      (3 hours) 
 ………………… ECI 524 Seminar in the Development of Language:Young Children 
 ………………… ECI 593 Multi-Age Education 
 ………………… ECI 659 Instructional Problems in Junior and Middle Schools 
 ………………… ECI 696 Professional Problems of Teachers 

        Curriculum Construction                                                                                                                                               (3 hours) 
 ………………… ECI 620 Early Childhood Curriculum 

 ………………… ECI 649 Problems in Elementary School Curriculum 
 ………………… ECI 675 Principles of Curriculum Construction 

        Educational Specialties                                                                                                                                                   (3 hours) 
 ………………… ESE 510 Creativity and Giftedness in the Classroom 
 ………………… ETC 547 Technology Integration in the Elementary Classroom 
 ………………… ESE 548 Survey of Special Education 
 ………………… BME 530 Foundations of Bilingual and ESL Instruction 

       Elective                                                                                                                                                                           (3 hours) 
 ………………… ECI 661* Administration & Supervision of Reading Programs  

(not available for students doing thesis) 
         Capstone Experience 

 ………………… ECI 698 Graduate Seminar   OR                                                                              (3 hours) 
 ………………… ECI 699 Thesis (Generally requires one semester residency fall or spring              (6 hours)                      
    

TOTAL                                                                                                      (36 hours) 
 
 

A Program of Study must accompany the application for admission to the program. 
At least fifty percent of your courses must be at the 600 level or above. 

In addition, you must be admitted to this degree program before taking your last 12 hours of graduate work. 
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Reading Specialist Endorsement 

-offered on-line & selected sites 

 
Student's Name:_______________________________________     ID#:_________________________ 
 
Advisor's Signature:____________________________________     Date:_________________________ 
 
Expected date of completion:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

1. Completion of a Master's Degree in Education or 30 graduate hours.  (The reading endorsement courses can 
be taken in conjunction with Master's Degree courses.) 

2. A valid teaching certificate at the appropriate level. 
3. Completion of 15 semester hours in graduate reading work. 
 
Students taking courses required for teacher certification should take undergraduate reading courses.  Students 
taking courses for graduate reading endorsement should take graduate courses in reading. 
 
                                                                                                                                                Total 
                                                                                                                                  Credit     Semester 
REQUIRED COURSES (12 hours):                                                                             Hours        Hours 

__________ ECI 531 Foundations of Reading Instruction  3  
__________ ECI 541 Corrective and Remedial Reading 3  
__________ ECI 551 Clinical Practice in Reading 3  
__________ ECI 661 Administration and Supervision of Reading Programs 3  
                      
                      (ECI 541 and ECI 551 can not be taken concurrently) 
 
ELECTIVE COURSES (3 hours):  Related reading courses 
__________ ECI 599 The Role of Phonics in Reading 3  
__________ ECI 602 Advanced Children’s Literature 3  
__________ ECI 642 Modern Language Arts Instruction 3  
__________ ECI 651 Issues in Reading 3  
__________ ECI 671 Reading in Content Fields 3  
__________ ENG 576 Literature for Adolescents 3  
__________ BME 539 Teaching ESL through the use of Literature 3  
 
 
                                                                                                                                TOTAL           15 

 


